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the decision was practically left in her own hands,
and she decided to marry a man twice her age, whose
character she could sincerely respect. She considered
marriage, as she tells us, " an austere union, a partner-
ship in which the wife, as a rule, takes' upon herself
to provide for the happiness of both." l Knowing
that her attachment for M. Roland was based upon
esteem rather than love, she guarded herself against
possible heartaches by sharing her husband's labours
and pleasures, so as to leave herself no time for ir-
regular fancies. Mr. Hamerton tells us that even now
there are many persons in France who deliberately
prefer the marriage based upon suitability of position
and character to the marriage of mere inclination.
" I remember," he says, " being much amused by the
indignation of a very beautiful young French lady
about a rumour that she had been wedded for love.
She reiterated her assurance that it was a baseless
fabrication, that her husband had only seen her once
before her betrothal, and then quite formally in the
presence of other people, and that their marriage had
been entirely one of conveyance. In short, she re-
pelled the idea of love as if it had been a disgraceful
and unmerited imputation." 2 Mr. Harnerton, how-
ever, goes on to explain that dowerless girls con-
stantly receive good offers in France. Everywhere,
of course, rational people will not entangle themselves
in the obligation to support a family till they can see
a fair prospect of being able to do it Therefore,
even where the assumption is that all marriages are
of inclination, some are sure to have been partly
determined by money considerations, while some

1 Memoires de Mdme. Roland, pp. 129, 192-194.
8 Hamerton's French and English^ p. 357.